
Adventure Painting
Sammy Castillo

with

October 1 - 9, 2019



The "Emerald Isle" in the fall is no less majestic than in the spring 
when the buds arrive. The colors change to rich brown, ochre, sienna 
and golden hues and yet, the greens are still visible in between.
 
Autumn is the season of harvesting and preparation for Winter. 
Samhain is the last day of fall and is the time of "the wicker men", 
pookas, banshees and the dead walking among us . . . when the "veil" 
between worlds is most thin.

T h e  B e a r a  P e n i n s u l a



So, how do you capture the magic from a breath-taking scene or thrilling 
“adventure” of hiking up a mountain? Well, you trap it in a painting! It’s not 
Urban Sketching or Plein-Air painting. It’s Adventure Painting! It’s hiking up 
that mountain or trekking across that farmer’s field to the single tree 
standing for miles, plopping down, pulling out your art supplies and painting 
not only what you see but more importantly what you feel in that moment! 
Being inspired by not only what you see in front of you but by the journey to 
get there and the location’s history.

Learn to capture your adventure in your 
painting!

Adventure painting isn’t limited to reality; it’s 
limited by your imagination!
 
Adventure through Ireland’s emerald 
landscapes to mystical ruins, haunted 
manors, and exotic locales! Use the folklore 
and local legends as inspiration to create 
paintings and illustrations based on the 
scenery around you.

Sammy Castillo
on

Adventure Painting:



D A Y  1
S h a n n o n

An overnight stay in Shannon provides an opportunity to visit local 
attractions such as Durty Nelly's, Bunratty Castle and Folk Park or a 
plein air excursion.  Be sure to have your supplies handy!

Photo courtesy of www.claire.ie

THE ADVENTURE BEGINS!
 WHERE:   Shannon Airport or the Airport Shannon Park Inn 

WHEN: October 1, 2019.



Photo: http://www.durtynellys.ie/

Durty Nelly was the keeper of a 
toll-bridge over the river 
Owengarney in County Claire.
 
This is the original Durty 
Nelly’s, complete with a 
thatched roof and castle in the 
background.  
(Bun Ráite)  

Shannon (Sionainn) is located 
in County Claire and is named 
for the River Shannon which 
flows through this area.  
 
The Vikings were the first to 
make a settlement here in 970 
A.D. 

This area is full of history. Anyone wishing to arrive a day or two 
earlier with exploring in mind, feel free to contact 

the Park Inn by Radisson Shannon Airport
or any of the many B& B's in the area.

Park Inn by Radisson
Phone: +353 (0) 61 471 122
Email: reservations.shannonairport@parkinn.com



Taveling to the Berehaven Lodge provides an introduction to the lovely 
landscapes of counties Clare, Limerick, Kerry and southwest Cork.

IT IS ADVISABLE TO CARRY A SCARF, GLOVES, AND HAT ALONG 
WITH A JACKET -  ALWAYS EXPECT RAIN!

Fun Fact
Fun Facts

Visits to the towns of Killarney, Kenmare and Castletownbere 
during the week for excursions  and plein air experiences will 

be scheduled.

 US President John F. Kennedy’s great-
grandfather, Thomas Fitzgerald, comes 
from Co. Limerick!

Limerick, Ireland’s third largest city, was 
founded by the Vikings in 812.

Irish Coffee was invented in 
Limerick  in 1943.

---  Adare  ---

D A Y S  2 - 7
B e a r a  P e n i n s u l a

https://www.cliffsofmoher.ie/


The Healy Pass, with twelve miles of hair pin turns, winding 
roads, and freely roaming sheep, is not only fun but has 
amazing views!
 
Named after Tim Healy, this passage begins in County 
Kerry at Lauragh Bridge and ends in Adrigole, County Cork.
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C a s t l e t o w n - B e a r h a v e n

Less known than the Ring of Kerry is the Ring of 
Beara, which is just as beautiful.



The Berehaven Lodge will be 
home for the next week.  
Cottages are self-catering 
(fully equipped kitchens) and 
have a laundry room that 
houses a washer and dryer.

The reception area is 
the entrance to the 

award winning 
Berehaven 

Restaurant.  The 
restaurant serves 
lunch and dinner 

Wednesday through 
Sunday during 

October.

https://www.berehavenlodge.com/berehaven-lodge-restaurant.html


These are but three of many 
stone circles, and ancient sites 

in this area of Ireland.   
 

The local excursions are 
chosen according to the time 

of year, weather, and the 
instructor's
discretion.

 
Ancient structures, holy wells, 

dolmens, wedge tombs, 
haunted grounds, stone 
 circles, standing stones, 

castle ruins, churches, thin 
places,

colorful villages, famine ruins,
spectacular views  .  . . the 
choices abound!  No way it 
can all be done in a week's 

time.
 

A relaxed attitude is adopted 
to allow for the best plein air 

and adventure painting 
atmosphere possible. 

Excursions of Artistic 

Proportions!

Top to Bottom: Ardgroom, 
Dereenataggart, and Uragh 

Stone Circles



Photo courtesy of TripAdvisor.

Ladies View is definitely one of the most photographed views in Ireland.
Made famous by Queen Victoria and her ladies in waiting, this view is a 
stunning panorama of the Killarney Lakes.

The famous Ring of Kerry actually begins in Killarney (Cill Airne 
“church of sloes”).  
 
The first settlement here was founded by St. Finian, the Leper, on 
Innisfallen Island in Lough Leane.
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Killarney National Forest is 
Ireland’s oldest national park, 

covering 26,000 acres.  
 

This massive area includes the 
McGillycuddy Reeks with the 
highest mountain in Ireland: 

Carrauntoohill.
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Photo courtesy of https://killarney.ie

Killarney

https://killarney.ie/about-killarney/history/


Photo courtesy of Killarney Website

5th Century Ross Castle is the ancestral home of the O’Donoghues.
 
It is a typical medieval chieftain’s fortification. Two of its towers still 
remain.
 
Lough Leane is just a short walk from the castle. Here boats travel 
to nearby Innisfallen Island and the ruins of a monastery founded in 
640.
 
The monks of Innisfallen are responsible for the Annals of 
Innisfallen, a documentary of their lives and the history of Ireland 
over a period of 300 years - as they viewed it.
 
Founded in the middle 1400’s by Franciscan Monks, Muckross 
Abbey's history is full of destruction and rebuilding.
 
In the courtyard's center is an ancient Yew, the sacred tree of the 
Druids (650 years old).

     Photos courstesy of Killarney website: https://killarney.ie



For those who are interested, Kenmare Stone Circle, Our 
Lady's Well and a church with gorgeous stained glass windows 

are all within walking distance.

 

 

Originally called “Neidin” or “little nest” 
this picturesque town is filled with 
quaint shops and gourmet food.

Kenmare Lace is world famous and it 
is said that Queen Victoria had several 

pieces of exquisite Kenmare Lace.
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Kenmare



Slán

Day 8

An early morning departure for Shannon Airport will make afternoon 
flights possible. 
 
For guests wishing to stay an extra day or two, a drop off at the Park 
Inn is provided. 

 ---  Departure  ---

https://www.parkinn.ie/airporthotel-shannon/?facilitatorId=CSOSEO&csref=org_gmb_pd_en_sn_ho_SNNPQ


What's Included:
9 Days 
8 Nights Lodging:
   Berehaven Lodge self-catering
       Welcome and Celebration Dinners
   Shannon Park Inn, bed and breakfast
   Bunratty Castle Hotel, bed and breakfast
Entrance fees to Ross Castle, Innisfallen Island*
Irish Storytelling and Irish Blessing
Transportation
   Pick up at Shannon Airport at designated date/time
   Drop off at Park Inn Shannon at designated date/time
   Plein air excursions 
Plein Air Sessions with Samantha Castillo
                                                                                                        

 Not Included:
Air Fare
Travel or Medical Insurance/costs
Transportation other than listed above
Entrance fees not listed in itinerary 
    (Bunratty Folk Park and Castle)
Gifts, Souvenirs, Snacks, Groceries
Additional Days or stays while in Ireland
Alcohol
Tips

* ArtisticXcursions reserves the right to substitute or cancel activities and excursions due to 
weather or unforeseen circumstances.


